
Prelude   McNeil Robinson 
  Prelude on Llanfair (1943-2015) 

Welcome 
Introit 
  Men of Galilee    

Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing into heaven? 
In the same way you saw him ascending into heaven, he will come again. Alleluia. 

   after the Introit for Ascension Day 

The Word of God 
Easter Proclamation  BCP 355 

Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
People: The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

Opening Hymn  Diademata 
   Crown him with many crowns vs. 1, 3, 5 Hymnal 494 

Crown him with many crowns, the Lamb upon his throne; 
Hark! how the heavenly anthem drowns all music but its own; 

awake, my soul, and sing of him who died for thee, 
and hail him as thy matchless King through all eternity. 

 

Crown him the Lord of life, who triumphed o’er the grave, 
and rose victorious in the strife for those he came to save; 

his glories now we sing, who died, and rose on high, 
who died, eternal life to bring, and lives that death may die. 

 

Crown him the Lord of heaven, enthroned in worlds above; 
crown him the King, to whom is given, the wondrous name of Love. 

Crown him with many crowns, as thrones before him fall, 
crown him, ye kings, with many crowns, for he is King of all. 

 

Collect for Purity  BCP 355 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.   Amen. 
 

 
 

Mobile, Alabama 

Seventh Sunday of Easter: 
The Sunday after Ascension Day 

May 24, 2020 
 

Holy Eucharist: Rite Two 
Ten o’clock in the morning 

We invite you to participate in the worship of God. Our service is the Holy Eucharist: Rite Two in the Book of Common Prayer. For 
ease of use, this leaflet contains the congregational portions of the liturgy and service music. Congregational responses are printed 
in bold. Hymn numbers refer to The Hymnal 1982. Page numbers refer to the Book of Common Prayer for those wishing to use it. 
Lesson and Gospel texts are taken from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, unless otherwise noted.  Service music not 
otherwise credited is composed by Christopher W. Powell. 



Song of Praise      Llanfair 
  Hail the day that sees him rise    vs. 1, 3 Hymnal 214 

Hail the day that sees him rise, Alleluia! 
glorious to his native skies; Alleluia! 

Christ, awhile to mortals given, Alleluia! 
enters now the highest heaven! Alleluia! 

 

See! he lifts his hands above; Alleluia! 
See! he shows the prints of love: Alleluia! 
Hark! his gracious lips bestow, Alleluia! 
blessings on his Church below. Alleluia! 

 

The Collect of the Day BCP 226 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Let us pray. 
 

O God, the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with great triumph to your kingdom in 
heaven: Do not leave us comfortless, but send us your Holy Spirit to strengthen us, and exalt us to that place 
where our Savior Christ has gone before; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory 
everlasting. Amen.  

The Lessons 

First Reading  Acts 1:6-14 
Reader: A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles 
 

When the apostles had come together, they asked Jesus, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the 
kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his 
own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” When he had said this, as they 
were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going and they were 
gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said, “Men of Galilee, why 
do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come 
in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called 
Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away. When they had entered the city, they went to 
the room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, 
Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. All these 
were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the mother of 
Jesus, as well as his brothers. 
Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 



Psalm 68:1-10, 33-36 Exsurgat Deus  Please sing refrain when indicated. BCP 676 
 

Refrain:  Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; sign praises to the Lord. 
 
 
 
 

1 Let God arise, and let his enemies be scattered; * 
  let those who hate him flee before him.  
2 Let them vanish like smoke when the wind drives it away; * 
  as the wax melts at the fire, so let the wicked perish at the presence of God.  
3 But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; * 
  let them also be merry and joyful.  
4 Sing to God, sing praises to his Name; 
  exalt him who rides upon the heavens; * 
  Y  is his Name, rejoice before him!  Refrain 
 

5 Father of orphans, defender of widows, * 
 God in his holy habitation! 

6 God gives the solitary a home and brings forth prisoners into freedom; * 
  but the rebels shall live in dry places. 
 

7 O God, when you went forth before your people, * 
  when you marched through the wilderness,  
8 The earth shook, and the skies poured down rain, 
 at the presence of God, the God of Sinai, * 
  at the presence of God, the God of Israel.  Refrain 
 

9 You sent a gracious rain, O God, upon your inheritance; * 
  you refreshed the land when it was weary. 
10 Your people found their home in it; * 
  in your goodness, O God, you have made provision for the poor.  
33 Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; * 

 sing praises to the Lord. 
34 He rides in the heavens, the ancient heavens; * 
  he sends forth his voice, his mighty voice.  Refrain 
 

35 Ascribe power to God; * 
  his majesty is over Israel; his strength is in the skies.   
36 How wonderful is God in his holy places! * 
  the God of Israel giving strength and power to his people! 
  Blessed be God!  Refrain 

Second Reading 1 Peter 4:12; 5:6-11 
Reader: A Reading from the First Letter of Peter 
Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test you, as though 
something strange were happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that 
you may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory is revealed. If you are reviled for the name of Christ, 
you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you. Humble yourselves 
therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due time. Cast all your anxiety on him, 
because he cares for you. Discipline yourselves, keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls 
around, looking for someone to devour. Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that your brothers 
and sisters in all the world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering. And after you have suffered for a little 
while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, 
strengthen, and establish you. To him be the power forever and ever. Amen. 
Reader: The Word of the Lord. People: Thanks be to God. 



Sequence Hymn  In Babilone 
 See the Conqueror mounts in triumph  Hymnal 215 

See the Conqueror mounts in triumph; see the King in royal state, 
riding on the clouds, his chariot, to his heavenly palace gate! 

Hark! the choirs of angel voices joyful alleluias sing,  
and the portals high are lifted to receive their heavenly King. 

 

He who on the cross did suffer, he who from the grave arose, 
he has vanquished sin and Satan; he by death has spoiled his foes. 
While he lifts his hands in blessing, he is parted from his friends; 
while their eager eyes behold him, he upon the clouds ascends. 

 

Thou has raised our human nature on the clouds to God’s right hand: 
there we sit in heavenly places, there with thee in glory stand. 
Jesus reigns, adored by angels; Man with God is on the throne; 
mighty Lord, in thine ascension, we by faith behold our own. 

The Holy Gospel John 17:1-11 

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
Jesus looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify 
you, since you have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 
And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. I 
glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. So now, Father, glorify me in your own 
presence with the glory that I had in your presence before the world existed. I have made your name known to 
those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept 
your word. Now they know that everything you have given me is from you; for the words that you gave to me 
I have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have 
believed that you sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of 
those whom you gave me, because they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been 
glorified in them. And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. 
Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.” 
Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

The Sermon       The Very Reverend Beverly F. Gibson 

The Nicene Creed    BCP 358 
We believe in one God,  
 the Father,  the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
 of one being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
  and was made man. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again  
   in accordance with the Scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 



We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

The Prayers 

The Lord’s Prayer BCP 364 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy Name, 
  thy kingdom come  
  thy will be done,  
   on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread.  
 And forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those  
   who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation,  
  but  deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom,   
  and the power, and the glory,  
  for ever and ever.   Amen. 

The Prayers of the People - Form IV    BCP 388 
The leader and people pray responsively. 
 

Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 
 

Today, in the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for all the members of the Anglican Communion around the 
world. 
In the Cathedral Cycle of Prayer, we remember St. Augustine of Canterbury Episcopal Church, Navarre. 
In the Ecumenical Cycle of Prayer, we pray for the Church in Angola and Mozambique; and St. Louis Street 
Baptist Church, Mobile. 
 

We pray also for Michael, our presiding bishop; Russell our Bishop; Beverly, our priest; Lydia and Mike, our 
Interns; and for all ministers in the church. 
 

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together in your love, 
and reveal your glory in the world. 
 

Lord, in your mercy. 
Hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for Donald, our president; Kay, our governor; Sandy, our Mayor; and for all those who lead and 
hold authority in the nations of our world. 
Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we may honor one 
another and serve the common good. 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly in the service 
of others and to your honor and glory. 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, and love one 
another as he loves us. 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 



In the parish Cycle of Prayer, we remember those on the Cathedral Prayer list. Today, we pray especially for  
Patti Biel, Happy Henson, Virginia Wilkins, Alec Armbrecht, Megan Drane, Marolyn Kruse, Lara Sherer, 
Chuck McKay, Beth Schramm, Jane White-Spunner, Lucky White-Spunner, Jessie Koger, Mike Gibson, 
Leroy Roberson, Bradley Forster, Bill Stafford, Ed Stephens, Donna Moree, Gaye Formanek, Mimi Hudson,  
Bill Christian, Frances Fuller, Fr. Dennis Brown, John Hope III, and all others on the Cathedral Prayer List. 
 

In the Prison Ministry Cycle of Prayer, we pray for Camden Work Release, Camden. 
 

We also remember in our prayers those who are serving in the armed forces of our country, and most 
especially for those on the Cathedral Military Prayer List. 
 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in their troubles, 
and bring them the joy of your salvation. 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Today we pray for the repose of the soul of Julia Crosby Thompson. 
 
We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we pray that we 
may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

Confession of Sin BCP 360 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
Celebrant and People:  
 Most merciful God, 
 we confess that we have sinned against you 
 in thought, word, and deed, 
 by what we have done,  
 and by what we have left undone. 
 We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
 we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
 We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
 For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
 have mercy on us and forgive us; 
 that we may delight in your will, 
 and walk in your ways,  
 to the glory of your Name.   Amen. 
Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.   Amen.  

The Peace 
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People: And also with you.  
 

Announcements 

The Offertory 
Solo Swing Low, Sweet Chariot  trad. Spiritual 

 Mollie A. Adams, soprano  
 

Swing low, sweet chariot 
Coming for to carry me home, 

Swing low, sweet chariot, 
Coming for to carry me home. 

 

I looked over Jordan, and what did I see 
Coming for to carry me home? 



A band of angels coming after me, 
Coming for to carry me home. 

 

Sometimes I'm up, and sometimes I'm down, 
(Coming for to carry me home) 

But still my soul feels heavenly bound. 
(Coming for to carry me home) 

If you get there before I do, 
(Coming for to carry me home) 

Tell all my friends I'm coming too. 
(Coming for to carry me home) 

trad. 

The Holy Communion 
A spiritual communion is a personal devotional that anyone can pray at any time to express their desire to receive Holy 
Communion at that moment, but in which circumstances impede them from actually receiving Holy Communion. 

My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar.  I love you above 
all things, and long for you in my soul.  Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, come at least 
spiritually into my heart.  As though you have already come, I embrace you and unite myself entirely 
to you; never permit me to be separated from you.  Amen. 

St. Alphonsus de Liguori 
(1696-1787) 

Blessing 
 

Closing Hymn   Hyfrydol 
 Alleluia! sing to Jesus   vs. 1,2, 4  Hymnal 460 

Alleluia! sing to Jesus! his the scepter, his the throne;  
Alleluia! his the triumph, his the victory alone;  

Hark! the songs of peaceful Zion thunder like a mighty flood; 
Jesus out of every nation hath redeemed us by his blood. 

 

Alleluia! not as orphans are we left in sorrow now;  
Alleluia! he is near us, faith believes, nor questions how:  

though the cloud from sight received him, when the forty days were o’er,  
shall our hearts forget his promise, “I am with you evermore”? 

 

Alleluia! King eternal, thee the Lord of lords we own: 
Alleluia! born of Mary, earth thy footstool, heaven thy throne: 

thou within the veil hast entered, robed in flesh, our great High Priest: 
thou on earth both Priest and Victim in the eucharistic feast. 

 

Dismissal 

Postlude 
   Improvisation 
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