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Dear Cathedral Family,

You will see in thisMessengethat September begins a program year
#| filled with opportunities for Christian formation through worship, mu-
L X 2 N 3 sic, study and service for all ages. Our full complement of acolytes will

0

| be in place for worship on Sundays beginning on Rally Day. Our adult
/25lchoir resumed its regular scheddu
2. portunities begin in September. Organist/choirmaster Peggy Lyden has
\3‘ planned a wonderful year of musical offerings, as you will see in the
i brochure enclosed. Sunday School for young people begins on Rally
Day, and | invite you to visit their newly refurbished meeting space
upstairs above the Chapter House. We have a dedicated group of teach
ers this year who, under the leadership of Christian Education Director
A Dunn Chandler, will be working with our resident musicians, artists,
%l and storytellers to provide a stimulating enrichment during the Chris-
1)) Ntian Education time to the Bible story and worship that our children
“4dexperience in Childrenés Chapel

On Rally Day during our hospitality time in the Chapter House, the
many ministries of the Cathedral family will be represented, and | hope
that everyone will take the opportunity to participate in at least one of
these. The Cathedral Episcopal Church Women (ECW)gigsheet
enclosed in thisdMessengerdescribes many of these ministries; you
may turn these in on Rally Day, put them in the offering plate any Sun-
day, or mail them to the Cathedral Office (even if you are a man!) We

@
J‘\\‘v (( l live most fully into the shared life in Christ to which we are called

= "m when each of us finds a particular way to serve.
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=<' A recent Study of Youth and Religion finds that an increasing number
of young people in American mainline denominations are reporting that religion, while perhaps beneficie
and even pleasant, does not ask very much of them and wields very little influence in their lives. Since tl
study also repeatedly reports that young people tend to mirror the religious lives of their parents, we c;
assume that they derive this view from us.

| believe, however, that here at Christ Church Cathedral we are a Christian family in which faith is viewe
as a way of life born out of love for God, in which God is experienced as a living and active presence i
our lives, who calls us to a freltearing faith that does ministry. We worship and answer to a real, living
God, who challenges us and demands our best efforts. In serving Him, we find our greatest gifts and &
swer the worldbés needs. Il n our faith family, d
young people. Investing our time, energy, and love in our childre® rearé living out a demanding faith

to inspire and involve thetnis how we help them experience spiritual belonging and a sense of purpose
and hope. | am looking forward to a wonderful year of sharing purposeful, hopeful, and imaginative min

istry with all of you.
Faithfully, &M (’7 §> éﬁ gjb% +
!



The Messenger

Dear Cathedral Family,

| write this letter as we prepare to return
Mobile at the conclusion of our leave of &
sence for renewal and education, a time
Sabbath. We are thankful for this opportur
and appreciate the prayers and support of
cathedral family, the leadership of the ves
especially Senior Warden Robby McClu
and Acting Dean Beverly Gibson and the
thedral staff. We look forward to comir
home and enjoying life and ministry with yol

Our prayers continue for the cleaning and |

toration of the Gulf of Mexico and all thos

whose lives have been touched by this dit

ter. We are thankful that the oil flow h:

stopped and the waters are clearing. | I

forward to doing my part by eating Gt

shrimp when we get back. | have begun to critique and summarize our experience
of the past four months, to catalog some of our learnings, and try to capture the rick
variety of renewal opportunities that we enjoyed.

One of the highlights of our time has been to visit over twenty Episcopal/Anglican

churches in the United States, Canada, Ireland and England. We were able to wot
ship on Sundays giving thanks for the Book of Common Prayer and our common
heritage. We have photographs, bulletins and other material from these churche
which we will put in a separate book to be available in our Chapter House for your
perusal.

My reading list has been the backbone of my study time. Most of the books were
stored on an electronic reader which made it quite handy. | will post the complete
bibliography when | return. Some of the books were serious sushldmath Time

by Tilden Edwards andhe Holy Longindy Ronald Rolheiser, and others were not
such asThe Bullpen Gospelby Dirk Hayhurst andJpriver and Downstreanty
Stephen Sautner.

Thanks to our travel and study my spiritual growth has allowed me to frame my
ministry in a broader historical and cultural context. | discovered the need to be
more patient and to give thanks for the joy of each day. We experienced extravagan
hospitality in our travels and on those rare occasions when we did not, it was jolting.
We are the face of Christ to a fddled and uncertain world. | look forward to our

life together where we share the love of Jesus Christ and welcome the stranger in ot

midst.
Faithfully, 7 / A/ z [+
/



