
Monday, May 3 begins our leave of absence, a time for renewal, education, and recrea-

tion.  As our departure date nears, I am aware of all the last minute details involved in 

undertaking such an adventure as this.  My prayer is that God will guide us and direct 

our journey.  That prayer is for my Christ Church Cathedral family as well as for Mary 

and me during our time away.  The January Messenger gave a good description of our 

plans and plans for the Cathedral during this period of time.  I will send letters for the 

summer Messengers reflecting on our experiences.   
 

[Reprinted from January…] Disengaging from parish life for four months from May 3 

through Labor Day will be a new experience for me.  I will use the time for rest, refuel-

ing, and renewal in order to return and engage in new opportunities for mission and 

ministry at Christ Church Cathedral.   
 

We will begin our leave taking a pilgrimage to Turkey, Greece, Ireland and England.  

We will focus on the Celtic spirituality that has influenced our Anglican heritage.  Our 

time in England will include a pilgrimage to Canterbury.  All of these places will be 

new for the Cooks, with much to learn.  We will also practice patience and flexibility as 

we travel in foreign lands.  
 

The second half of our time will be spent visiting Episcopal Cathedrals in the Carolinas 

and Georgia.  We will enjoy finding out what they do and looking for practices we can 

use here at Christ Church, Mobile.  Finally, we will have some leisure time visiting San 

Juan and Orca Islands and Victoria, British Columbia.  Among other things we plan to 

hike, kayak, and photograph. 
 

We will end our time in the mountains of New Mexico, where we will have time to re-

flect on where we have been and how the experience will shape our future.  We hope to 

be still, to pray, and to leave some room around the margins to allow the Holy Spirit to 

guide us.   
 

I want to thank the vestry for approving this leave.  The time will be used to think stra-

tegically about the future of Christ Church Cathedral.  The vestry, under the guidance of 

Cn. Gibson, will begin that work while we are away.  We will plan together next steps 

and projects that I would love to see completed before retirement.   
 

While I am away, Canon Beverly Gibson will serve as Acting Dean.  We are blessed to 

have such a gifted priest as Beverly and a dedicated staff – Provost, Carolyn Jeffers; 

Organist and Choir Master, Peggy Lyden; Financial Secretary, Brenda Stanton; Parish 

Secretary, Candace Lister and Housekeeper, Judy Jones.  The Wardens and Vestry are 

prepared to help where needed.   
 

Although I am assured that there will be surprises that will occur while we are gone, I 

am confident that the leadership will be capable of dealing with all unforeseen issues.   
 

This leave of absence will be a new experience me and for the Cathedral family.  Let us 

pray that God will bless us as we enter this time of renewal and study and that we will 

joyfully anticipate our coming together again this fall.                                  

      

               Faithfully,  

Dear  Cath edral  Family,  

C H R I S T  C H U R C H  C A T H E D R A L  

M O B I L E ,  A L A B A M A  
May 2010 
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D e ar Cathedral  F am ily ,  
 

May is a time of transition—the school year ends; graduates say good-byes 

and look to new horizons; and we all begin shifting into the rhythms of 

summertime. Summer’s heat seems endless here in Mobile, but the season 

itself has become ever briefer. The press of business goes on for most 

workers, sports and activities for young people continue, and the school 

calendar takes up more and more of what was once vacation time. 

Although we all look forward to and enjoy some change of pace for a time 

during the summer, we are aware that much of life goes on as usual. 
 

Our life together here at Christ Church Cathedral follows the same pattern. 

While our Christian education and children’s music programs take a break 

and our lay ministry calendar is not quite as full, we continue to worship 

and to go about the ministries to which Christ has called us. Altar and 

Flower and Hospitality and Pastoral Care Teams do their work; 

communication goes on, and Messengers appear; Vacation Bible School is 

planned and carried out. Baptisms and weddings and burials occur. The life 

of the Church is eternal. 
 

Your wardens will speak to the congregation on Sunday, May 16 regarding 

the financial condition of the Cathedral as we transition into summer. They 

will remind us of the commitment we have made in our pledges of 

financial support and will encourage us to be mindful of this during the 

summer months. Summer is a good opportunity to begin using the direct 

pledge payment option now available.  A copy of the enrollment form is 

included in this Messenger; it is also available on our website, and you will 

also find copies on the ministry table in the Chapter House. Our financial 

secretary, Brenda Stanton, would be happy to answer any questions you 

have about this process. 
 

My prayer for us as we move into summer is that we may enjoy our 

families and God’s creation, that we may rest and refresh ourselves, and 

that we continue in faithful following of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
     

    Faithfully,  

A Message  Fro m The  Sub - Dean 

The Cathedral Chapter 
 

Officers  
Robby McClure, Sr. Warden                         

Bob Israel, Junior Warden 

Mary Carol Ladd, Clerk 

Harwell Coale, Chancellor 

Jim Ryall, Treasurer 
 

Class of 2010  
Robby McClure       

Susan Clinton          

Jamie Davidson   

Bob Israel                

Happy Henson         

Mark Weeks 
 

Class of 2011      
Burnley Davis        

Carolyn Eichold     

Mary Carol Ladd      

Meg McGovern        

Rick Mitchell        

Leland Moore 
 

Class of 2012         
Ginny Behlen         

Carter Drane             

Ken McElhaney        

Win Thurber          

Laura Warren      

Charles White 
 

Chapter Members 
The Rev. Ken Cumbie,  

St. Luke’s, Mobile     

Magoo Hamilton,  

St. Thomas’, Greenville    

Mendy Henderson,  

St. Agatha’s, deFuniak Sprs                       

Joy Tway,  

St. Mary’s, Andalusia 

The new Mobile County Probate Building will be dedicated on Monday,  May 

3 at  10:00 a.m. The members of the Christ Church Cathedral family have 

been invited by Judge of Probate Don Davis to attend the dedication and a 

reception following.  Weather permitting, the ceremony will be held on the 

east side of the annex, near the intersection of Government and Royal Streets.    

Tours of the offices will be given during the reception. 

County Probate Building Dedicated  



St. Emanuel Street in front of the Cathedral has been reopened as a pedestrian 

walkway with restricted parking on the west, the side next to our front steps.   
 

The asphalt street has been replaced with pavers, and three new garden plots 

have been added on the  east side.  Walkways are cut out on that side to 

provide access to the future park.  The gardens are irrigated and have been 

planted with oak trees and azaleas.  We will be able to have events extend 

into St. Emanuel Street when we have Cathedral functions. 
 

Based on the new configuration, St. Emanuel Street has new rules for ve-

hicular traffic.  The east side of the street is a designated fire lane, so there 

is no parking on the side with the garden plots at any time, including Sun-

day mornings.   
 

The west side of the street , next to 

the Cathedral, is reserved for weddings and fu-

nerals and for special needs parking on Sunday 

mornings.   
 

Thank you for your patience during our time as 

a construction zone and for your consideration 

in observing our new traffic regulations.  We 

are trying to be good neighbors with the city 

and county! 
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Financial  Update  2010  

On Sunday, May 16 the Wardens of Christ Church Cathedral will present an up-

date on the financial situation on the parish, going into summer. 
 

Expenses for the first quarter of 2010 are $6,000 less that the first quarter of 

2009.  However, total income is $20,000 less for the same period. Pledge income 

for the first three months is below budget by $52,232, a significant shortfall as 

we head toward the summer.  With no operating reserves, this financial perform-

ance will not support our Cathedral operations in 2010.  Please stay current with 

your pledge payments, and if you have not made a 2010 pledge, please prayer-

fully consider doing so at this time.  
 

Enclosed you will find a copy of the direct pledge payment form.  Summer is a 

good time to begin direct pledge payments, if you have not already done so. 

Pledge Income Actual     $   87,768  

 Projected     $ 140,000 

Expenses    Actual     $ 156,602  

     Projected     $ 148,155 

Shortfall for 1st Quarter 2010             ($   61,600) 
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St. Emanuel Street 

Financial  Update  through March  

Telling Our 
Story 
Christ Church has al-

ways been a part of my 

life.  As a small child, 

my godparents often 

brought me to Christ 

Church and at Christ-

mas my father and I 

usually attended Christ-

mas Eve services.   
 

A few years back I was 

not happy in the church 

I was attending and 

Debbie Broome invited 

me to visit Christ 

Church with her. What a 

wonderful suggestion! 

The people here were so 

inviting and 

friendly...the warmth 

and acceptance were 

comforting.  I felt I had 

come home and I con-

tinue to feel this is 

where I belong.   
 

Thank you all,        

   Marolyn Kruse 



The Messenger 

✥ 

  Christ Church Cathedral celebrates 5th Anniversary  as               

Cathedral of the Diocese of the Central Gulf Coast 
Bishop and Mrs. Sam Hulsey  join parishioners for the celebration service  

Bishop Sam Hulsey, retired Bishop of Northwest Texas, and his wife Isabelle joined us on Sunday, April 25 from 

their home in Fort Worth, Texas.   Bishop Hulsey was here to baptize, confirm and help us celebrate the 5th anniver-

sary of Christ Church being named the Cathedral church of the Diocese.                       

Baptized 
 

Johnathan Wade Thurber, Junior 
son of John Wade and Becca Thurber, and  grandson of Win and Kathy Thurber 

               

Confirmed 

Youth  
Caroline Nicole Clinton 

daughter of Paul and Susan Clinton 
 

Charles Robert Weeks 
son of Mark and Barry Weeks 

 

Adult 
Robert Tayloe Cook III   

Tayloe has been attending Christ Church Cathedral   

since his graduation from Sewanee in 2008 and is employed by Regions Bank. 
 

Shannon Harris 
wife of Ritchie Harris, daughter-in-law of Gaye Formanek  

  and  great daughter-in-law of Walter and Gladys Moss. 
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Left: The newly baptized 

Johnathan Wade Thurber, 

Jr., with his family 

Right: 

 Confirmand Caroline 

Clinton with her parents. 

Above: Confirmand Shannon Harris 

with her family. 

Above: Canon Gibson with  

Confirmand Tayloe Cook. 

Above:  Carl Cunningham and his  

mentoring group, the Mobile Kappa League. 

Above: Bishop Sam Hulsey with  

Peggy Lyden and his wife Isabelle.  

Above: Confirmand Charlie Weeks  

with his mother, Barry. 



Easter 2010 at Christ Church Cathedral 

Easter Sunday was a glorious day at Christ Church Cathedral, Mobile.  Bishop Duncan and his wife 

Kathy were with us to celebrate the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.   The church was festooned 

with flowers, and our children were festooned in their Easter finery.  The children’s Easter offerings 

from their Lenten devotions added up to an almost $100 contribution to the United Thank Offering.  

The weather was beautiful for our egg hunt in the newly restored garden.   
 

Easter, like all occasions around the Cathedral, happens because so many people participate.  Thank 

you to everyone who made our day beautiful.  Kay Whiting, Flower Guild Chair, orchestrated her tal-

ented team.   On Easter Sunday morning Toni Brown and Kay designed the flowers on the large 

flower cross.  Marianne Hall and her Sunday hospitality team managed the Easter Egg Hunt. 

The Messenger 

Alleluia.  Christ is risen.  The Lord is risen indeed.  Alleluia.   



Chr ist ian  Ed ucat io n  

It is hard to believe that we have come to the end of another school year  Our 

dedicated Christian Education teachers have done a wonderful job this year.  

The 110 children in the Cathedral family from the newborn Coale twins to our 

high school graduates appreciate you.  Children’s Chapel will continue 

through the summer, and Vacation Bible School will be held June 22 through 

June 24.    

We will honor our graduating high school seniors on Sunday, May 2  

during the service.  The seniors and their parents will be asked  

to come forward for a blessing.   

Ho nor ing  the  Class  o f  2010  

Recognit ion  of  Christ ian  Educat ion 

Page 7 

Volume 9, Number 4 

Dunn Chandler                              

Steve Chandler    

Kim Calder                                           

Susan Clinton    

Shelley Collins                                

Gretchen Cooper                                     

Lisa Drew         

Mary Esther Elliott    

Mary Donald George  

Jennifer Grehan   

Carolyn Jeffers                              

Mary Carol Ladd                                                                                                       

Barbara Mitchell    

Lucy Moore                                                                                                       

Hetty Newell    

Sara Phillips                                

MJ Ramo                                         

Laura Warren          

Barry Weeks                                     

Lee Young                                        

Children's Chapel   

Skip Archer      

Ginny Behlen                                                                     

Kim Calder                                                        

Mary Cook                                      

Kathy Heath      

Hannah Hill                                                                 

William Kennon Drew, Jr. 

 Victoria Stephens Hall  

Richard Lamar Jeffers IV 

  Emily Larkin Morrow 

Louis Alexander Raue 

Congratulations  
to Our College  

Graduates 
 

John Daly Baumhauer IV   

University of Alabama in 

Real Estate Finance 
 

Hallie Chadwick Forster 

University of Alabama in 

Advertising and  

Public Relations 
 

Emily Margaret Lyden 

Auburn University in Psy-

chology 
  

Margaret Lyons 

University of Alabama in 

Communications  

and Information Science 
 

Louise Vass McClelland 

University of Georgia in 

Education 
 

Maryann Elizabeth White                                             

University of Alabama in 

Civil Engineering  
 

Graduate School 

Leslie Helen Stanton                                                    

University of California at 

Berkley as a Doctor of Phi-

losophy in Molecular and 

Cellular Biology Thank yo u  to  Dunn Chand ler,  
Directo r  o f  Chr is t ian Ed ucat ion  

Dunn Chandler, our Director of Christian Education, labors lovingly every 

week in ways that are often unseen.  From preparing lesson plans for Sunday 

School, to re-stocking children’s worship bags, to substituting whenever 

needed — she is the capable hand guiding this important ministry.  We offer 

our prayers of thanksgiving for Dunn and her husband Steve and daughter 

Hannah.  
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Cathedral  Prayer  Lis t  
O God, the strength of the weak and the comfort of sufferers:  Mercifully accept 

our prayers, and grant to your servants the help of your power, that their sickness 

may be turned into health, and our sorrow into joy; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord.      Amen.  
 

Members  
Brink Brinkley, Alice Carwie, Bubber Carwie, Lisa Cooper, Hetty Cunningham, 

Dolores Drane, Raymond Fields, Connie and Marion Gonzales, Walter Moss, Nick 

Nichols, Jim Ryall, Win Thurber, Tom Twitty. 
 

Friends and Family  
Charlie Alexander, Lulah Bankhead, Sandy Blankenship, Sally Boom, Robert Bres-

sett, Chris Brown, Justin Bunch, Steve Chandler, Sr., Bobby Clark, Gwen Cook, 

Thomas Cramer, Alice Crook, Gregory Cunningham, Van Davies, Dyson Deaton, 

Mattie Deaton,  Helen DuMars, Andrew Ewaskiewicz, Tom Ford, Glenn Foster, 

Greg Gibson, Jeannie Graves, Dauren Hamilton, Katie Hamlin, Derry Hargett, Wil-

liam Hicks, Penny Johnson, David Key, Lois Anne King, Steve Lauten, Rhett Boyd 

Leake, Taylor Lee, Peter Martin, Bill Meyer, Ted Middleton, Chas Pierce, Brenda 

Puckett, George Seymour, Jr., Enola Shields, Isabelle Smith, Curtis Stone, Dolores 

Sullivan, Clinton Taylor, Gray Thorworth, Betty Torbert, Lewis Tyner,  Kathryn 

Wessinger, Michael Walker, Marvin Williams, Melody Williams.  
 

For Those Serving in the Military  
Jensen Basenberg, Michael Boggao, Jimmy Burgess, Andrew Campbell, Dallas 

Carl, Thomas Clough, Jonathan Duralde, Tyler Gamble, Sam Garcia, Darrien Gib-

son, Dr. Emil Graf, Brett Granger, Kelley Hood, Christopher Hume,   Abby Hut-

chins, Brad  Israel, Ron Lansong, Patrick Little, Kevin Lock, Thomas Key,  Chris 

Marslender, Andy McMillan, Robert McNeil, Thomas Middleton, Jerry Olin, 

Daniel White-Spunner  Reed, Justin Rickert, John Rogers, Jr., Evan Sizemore, 

Marvin Walker, Brandon Warren, The Rev. Bowen Woodruff.  
 

Repose of the Soul  
Tyrone Power, brother of Sam Power;  Sue Corley, sister of Lynn Ross. 

The Messenger 

Tiffany Windows 
Photographed 
 
Our two Tiffany win-

dows were photo-

graphed recently for a 

project of the Library 

of Congress.  Look for 

the link to the photo-

graphs on our website. 

Pictures should be on-

line sometime this 

summer at 

www.christchurchcathe

dralmobile.com.   

 

For now, the Library of 

Congress website has 

some very interesting 

photos from a WPA 

project in the 1930’s of 

Christ Church and of 

the Huger House.  The 

church pictures are at: 

http://www.loc.gov/

pictures/item/al0423, 

or go to www.loc.gov 

and click on Digital 

Collections, then type 

in Christ Church, Mo-

bile, Alabama. 
Fro m the  Archives  

We have more and more visitors these days enjoying our newly restored spaces.  

They often ask questions about the large oil paintings in the Chapter house and in 

the Chapel.  The following is an article written by The Rev. Leighton Arsnault for 

The Messenger July 16, 1961.  

―As recorded in Augusta Hopkins Rice’s journal, the pictures were purchased dur-

ing her wedding trip to Europe with John Washington Rice.  The pictures were 

among many lovely things culled from various countries visited by the Rices.  Most 

of the paintings were bought in Italy.  The journals indicate that they visited various 

studios of the artists time and again, making selections after considerable delibera-

tion.  The paintings were probably donated after their return in 1853.  Speculation 

in the family is that the Madonna was bought expressly for Christ Church.‖ 



VBS  2010  
9:00 a.m. to noon 

Tuesday, June 22 

Wednesday, June 23 

Thursday, June 24 
 

Â  

You are invited to Egypt to join Joseph on an unforgettable journey! 
You will build pyramidséjostle through a colorful marketplaceésquish 
mud to make brickséand join Joseph on the adventure of a lifetime!  

Use the enclosed forms to register to attend or to help.   

Or, go online to: http://www.groupvbspro.com/vbs/hl/cccvbs2010/gpgs/Home.aspx 
We are looking for teachers  and volunteers of all ages.  

Call the Cathedral Office if you want to join the VBS team!  
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May Bir thdays  
May 2 

May 4 

May 5 

May 6 

 

May 7 

May 8 

 

May 9 

May 10 

 

May 11 

 

 

 

Janet Rich Pittman 

Carolyn Eichold 

Julianna Ramo 

Robby McClure 

Charlie Ramo  

Bart Elliott 

Debbie Broome 

Lee Young 

Walter Moss 

Rose Elliott 

Kris Portacci 

Jill Chow 

Trey Coale 

Julian Kayser 

Mendy Henderson 

May 12 

May 14 

 

May 15 

May 16 

May 17 

May 18 

May 20 

 

 

May 21 

 

May 23 

May 24 

May 25 

Carolyn Stephenson 

Tom Hudson 

Tommy Garth 

Ginny Ritchie 

Julia McClelland 

Hayley Adkins 

Hannah Hill 

Beverly Gibson 

Ross Holladay 

Brad Israel 

Nick Nichols 

Mary Lynn Cooper 

Julie McClelland 

Ashleigh Cooper 

Sam Power 

May 25 

 

May 26 

 

 

May 27 

 

 

 

May 28 

May 29 

May 30 

 

 

 

John Davidson 

Sarah Alston Hooker 

Mary Jene Kayser 

Kitty White 

Julia Sledge 

Zachary Sims 

Harris Cooper 

Sadie Ladd 

Katherine White 

Lissa Watkins 

Jane Inge 

Cammie Israel 



Once again on Friday, May 28, the Bay Bears are hosting a night at the Hank in 

support of 15 Place.  Purchase your voucher ahead of time from Sam Power or 

the Cathedral Office.  Look for more information to follow in Cathedral Notes.  
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Cor respo ndence  

Dear Beverly and Johnny,         
 

I enjoyed my visit to Christ Church Cathedral for the Lenten Series and appre-

ciate being asked to share the good news of our ministry with everyone.   
 

The children had a Happy Easter and are looking forward to their Spring Break 

coming up in a week.  They join me in sending everyone at Christ Church our 

deepest appreciation and gratitude for your continued generosity and support.   

With blessings during this Easter Season, I am,  
 

     Faithfully yours,                                                                                                                        

     Sally Greene,  

     Executive Director of Wilmer Hall                            

 

Dear Beverly,      
 

I wanted to write and let you know once again how deeply we appreciate the 

efforts you and Carolyn Jeffers made on our behalf.  You cannot imagine how 

many accolades have been received regarding the event.  Thank you and all 

who worked to make the tour and luncheon such a success. 
 

     Sincerely Yours,                                                                                                                       

     Sheila Banko 

     Women of St. James, Fairhope 

 
Loaves & Fish 

 

Cathedral volunteers 

will staff Loaves and 

Fish 

Monday,  May 17 

11:15 a.m. 

15 Place 

 

Thank you to our 

April volunteers:  

Susan Crowson 

Katherine Deaton 

Gaye Formanek 

Mary Jene Kayser  

Sam Power 

 
15 Place 

 

While you are traveling, 

don’t forget to grab the 

hotel toiletries and bring 

them home for Sam 

Power to give to 15 

Place clients. 

Outreach  

See the newly designed Cathedral website online: 

www.christchurchcathedralmobile.com 

 While you’re there…. 

 Å Subscribe to the Cathedral E-news 

 Å View the online calendar 

 Å View the beginnings of the Cathedral web photo album  

 Å View, download and print archived copies of  The Messenger 

 Å Sign-up for VBS  

More pages, event notices, photos and schedules will be added as we move for-

ward in the visioning process. Your thoughts, ideas (and corrections!) are most 

welcome. 

Email Cindy McCrory: coastline@diocgc.org.  

Cathed ral  Website  Redes igned  
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Morning  

Circle  
Monday,  
May 10 

 

 

Home of   

Marolyn Kruse 

1052 Cross Gates Place 

For directions  

call  Marolyn  at  

342-2338. 

 
Altar Flowers  

 

are available on  

Sunday,  May 30.  The 

cost of flowers  is a 

$75 donation to the 

flower fund.  If you 

would like to give a 

flower offering, please 

call Candace in the  

Cathedral office.   
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Ft. Walton Beach, FL - St. Simon's on-the-Sound Episcopal Church and the Epis-

copal Church Women will be holding a giant Rummage Sale on Thursday, April 

29th , 9-5; Friday, April 30th , 9-5; and, Saturday, May 1st , 9-12. The church is 

located at 28 Miracle Strip parkway (Hwy 98) in Ft. Walton Beach.   
 

May 1 - Redeemer, Mobile    BBQ and Garage Sale     
    

May 2 - Organ Concert, St. Luke’s, Marianna       
 

Two Iconography Workshops are planned in the Diocese in May. The first will be 

held at St. Simon's, Ft. Walton Beach on May 3-7. The second workshop will take 

place at St. Christopher's Episcopal Church in Pensacola, May 10 - 14.  Workshop 

leader Teresa Harrison, wife of Edward Harrison, former Rector of St. Christo-

pher's in Pensacola) and now residing in Coronado, California, is not only a noted 

iconographer, but a talented and sympathetic instructor as well.  
 

For more information on all diocesan events go to www.diocgc.org 

Dio cesan News  

Looking for a great summer book? 

Looking to stay more spiritually connected? 

Join us—and thousands of Christians from all denomina-

tions— 

in reading and discussing the same great summer book 

together! 

ONE BOOK+ONE PARISH+ 

ONE SUMMER 2010 

U n i t i n g P a r i s h e s A r o u n d  

O n e G r e a t B o o k 

A young lawyer dies unexpectedly and, arriving in heaven,  

learns she has been chosen to join the elite lawyers  

who prosecute and defend souls at the Final Judgment. 

Forgiving Ararat by Gita Nazareth  

is a miraculous and mesmerizing novel about life, death, 

healing, justice, forgiveness,  

and what it means to be both human and Divine. 

Nominated "#1 Best Beach Read for 2010”  

and “Favorite Spiritual Novel" by readers on Oprah.com. 

“This novel tucked itself in my heart for all time,  

so overwhelming was its message at the end.” 

Christianity.com, Crosswalk.com 

Join uséand spread the word! 

http://onebookoneparishonesummer.wordpress.com/ 

Summer Read ing  

 

Pastoral Care 
May 

 

Debbie Broome 

Susan Garth 
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